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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—If a man is disposed to make him- 
self “right merry” at my expense, he is perfectly 
welcome, as we wish to gratify him all that we can: 
but then, be must remember, that a laugh is no ar- 
gument, neither is misrepresentction a victory ! 
They, indeed, may serve to make some of your read- 
ers wonderfully tickled ; and whom I would avoid 
displeasing if I possibly coald! If to misrepresent 
is to be victorious, the writer on each side of an ar- 
gument might easily be victoiious; but then, how 
much would the public be bencfited ? Not much, I 
smagine, 

If the reader will be so kind as to look back to 
my diagrams, he will perceive that I represented 
liuman life exactly the same in both of them; and 
in the same words. In fact, I make but one state- 
ment, of the manner of living, and the enjoyment 
of lives, in both cases. How then is life “ meta- 
morphused” in the one case more thanin the other? 
It is not: but, whether designed or not, it 1s a mis- 
representation! A man may misrepresent as easily 
by telling part of the truth, and leaving out other 
parts which go to explain that part; as he can by 
telling a falsehood! What parts are left out? .&ns. 
The words “in comparison to immortality, but such 
as is common to human nature,” in connexion with 
the words “ miserable life.” This life may be con- 
sidered miserable, in comparison with the enjoy- 
ment of inamortal bliss and happiness, for the same 
time ; and yet, be at the same time a great blessing 
in comparison With the enjoyment of—just nothing 

at all! 

Again. I no more believe in nonexistence, or 
annihilation, than :he Editor himself; neither have 
I either said or written any thing from which such a 
conclusion could justly be drawn. The Editor will 
probably recollect, if he does not, others will, that 
he once said in debate, speaking of the dead, “I 
wish to have it distinctly understood by this audi- 
ence, that I believe, when a man is dead, be is 
peap !” I may not have given precisely the words ; 
but I certainly have the idea, which was spoken 
with great emphasis. Here, then, we are perfectly 
agreed; and the only question between us is, re- 
specting the time which may elapse between death 
and the resurrection ; but not respecting the fact in 
either case; as we both believe that “all die ;” we 
both believe that “all will be made alive.” No 
materialist believes in the annibilation of any thing. 
But if unconsciousness be annihilation, then I am 
annihilated every time I am in a sound sleep; and 
probably have been annihilated, since I was born, 


comfortable; and can ‘distinctly recollect things 
which took place more than half a century ago. 
Now will any body believe that I have been annihi- 
lated, at least one quarter of the time since that pe 
nod? No! and yet I have been totally unconscious 
of my existence at least that much of the time. I 
should prefer living in a conscious state all the time 
if LT could; and yet I do not complain, as others are 
subject to the same, as well as mysclf. Neither 
would the thought of sleeping len thousand milli- 
ons of years give me the least concern, so long asT 
belreve that the ways of God are equal, and others 
will either sleep, or else, what is tlic same to thena, 
not be born, as well as I. 

Many, it is tine, die in infancy: bat they are as 
well off, to say the least, as those not yet born, Hu- 
man nature is what it is; and mortal betngs must 
be subject to death at all times. The Editor savs, 
‘We should live here to benef those who are de- 
pendent onus.” Would be vot do them a greater 
bencfit, as he believes, to go to heaven, and take 
them with bia? The “ pistol, the huite, or the hal- 
ter,” although they may trighten childien, are per- 
fectly harmless things, when an immortality of bliss 


them, if only used as such a doctvine would natu- 
rally dictate! Happy tor the world, that experience 
proves that the faith of such believers is not very 
strong. 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE WHOLE MATTER, 

With him who speaks of things thai are not, as 
thongh they were, all that ever did, does now, or 
ever will live, are constantly, perpetually, and ne- 
ver-ceasingly alive Quto God, “ for all live unto 
him.” Yet consciousness may be suspended, for 
the time being, as it often is, notwithstanding our 
“life is hid with Christ in God.” K. 

REPLY. 

In our remarks in No. 19, on K.’s “ diagrams,” 
&c. we in a very good-humoured manner expressed 
our opinions and convictions of the siate of the case, 
and cannot but hope that K. will yet approve our 
course, when he considers that we are censured if 
we are severe; and not blame us for being pleasant 
and manifesting good nature on that occasion. We 
assure K., thac it was not himself, but his “ dia- 
grams,” which elicited the good feeling which has 
been objected to. 

K. insists with much earnestness, that we have 
misrepresented him or his statements ; but we shall 
show that K. has committed a mistake in this parti- 
cular. We refer the reader to No. 18, p. 144, where 
K. declares, of the “ first system,” as explained in 
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co..jarauively miserable life.” He farther asserts 
of A, B, and C, who had died prematurely, rela- 
tive to the happiness which awaited them at death, 
“If they could only have known this beforehand, 
what fools they were that any of them should have 
lived so long!” K. then spea s of his (the second) 
system, in reference to his “ second diagram,” and 
represents “ D, C, and B, as enjoying the common 
blessings of human life, while A. was enjoying— 
just nothing at all!” And with a view to strength- 
en his second “ diagram,” and give acolour of truth 
to his hypothetical reasoning, K. then avows, in the 
most unqualified manner, of “ human life, such as 
it is,” that, * generally speaking, it not only is con- 
sidered but it really is, a great blessing!” Now 
we assert, and appeal to K.’s communication, that 
the word “ immortality” does not occur in the para- 
graph where he stated his premises, and drew his 
comparison; and farther, we quoted verbatiin his 
expression, “comparatively miscrable.” That K. 


should afterward assert, as he has done, relative to 
the “two systems,” cannot affect the point in dis- 
For he first represents D. as “ bingering out 


pute. 
a comparatively miserable life.’ This mode ot 
expression is used to discredit our views, according 
to his first diagram; but he no sooner touches on 
the second diagram, than it is a great blessing to 
have an opportunity to “linger out a comparatively 
miserable life ;’ because, forsooth, A, whom KC. hiad 
“ rocked to sleep” in his second diagram, was “ eu- 
joying just nothing at all!” 

Now we reiterate the declaration, that “they, or 
K. rather, make this world a perfect proteus.” One 
diagram, and its premises in connexion, make this 
life misery to the recipient of it; and the other dia- 
gram transforms it into a great blessing! And to 
prove this position, which we have staked, it is only 
necessary to add, that K. has contrasted, in his se- 
cond diagram, or “ system,” D, C, and B’s life, on 
lives, with A’s negative state! Therefore, according 
to all rules of logic, D, C, and B’s condition was 
positive ; and we bave K.’s ipse dirit to prove, that 
it tsa positive, great blessing. With these unfortu- 
nate mistakes, on h.’s part, we hope he will nx 
longer contend, that this world is either a compara- 
tively miserable or blessed place, according as his 
sleepy doctrine shall rise above, or fall below par ! 
And farther, that after asserting of human life, that 
it “ really is a great blessing,” not venture to destroy 
a reality, by advancing against it with no other 
Weapon than a comparison, and a comparison too, 
which owes all its pungency to one of these uufor- 
tunate diagrams! 

We regret, on K.’s account, that these diagrams 
have existed; and we believe K. will find profit, if 
he will dispose of them altogether. 

Of the prominent features of the residue of K.’s 
communication we say, that we shall seriously en- 
deavour to show K. his mistake, and hope he wili 
not be offended if we, for the sake of perspicuity, 
use plainness of speech. We shall attempt to 
convince K,, that his doctrine means and teaches 
nonexistence or annihilation, in the proper sense of 
the terms. 


—_— 


We remember the occasion of our assertion, in 
debate, as alluded to by K.; and that we added, 
“the man is annihilated when he dies.” We re. 
presented the subject of death as in a state of nop. 
existence, precisely the same of Adam before jy. 
became a living soul; and also asserted, that man 
would never exist again, until he should become the 
recipient of a resurrection from the dead; which 
we contended happened in the time of the “twin 
kling of an eye,” after his existence ceased. 

What does K. mean by death? We answer—Ao. 
cording to K.’s system, during the indefinite inter. 
regnum which occurs between death and the resur- 
rection, the party enjoys—nofhing ; suffers—no- 
thing ; knows—nothing ; his existence is— nothing; 
the organized mattet which once afforded existence 
and consciousness, so far as existence and consci- 
ousness are concerned, is—nothing ; the man has 
become as though he had never been; even the 
matter which once composed the man, has returned 
to its elementary forms and locations. 

But the “ thinking thing,” the man, whete is he ? 
Why, p. Can that sleep which has no exist- 
ence? No. The man is at rest. 
which has no existence ? No. 


asleep 
Can that rest 
The man that shai! 
exist a thousand years hence, exists just as much, 
according to K.’s system, as the man that died a 

years ago! It would be puerile to say, I 
meun that the dead sleep. I do not mean that the 
Let the wind of the words 


thousand 


dead are annihilated. 
pass—if your sleep, if you like the term, is the 
same thing as nonexistence or annihilation, the 
uame cannot alter it! 

But K. says, “No materialist believes in the an 
True. Let us, if the 
phraseology be admissible, squeeze a little close: 


nihilation of any thing.” 
into this subject. What do you mean by the tera: 
thing 2 Uf identity is admitted to be a thing, we 
shall prove that you must believe in the annihilation 
of some things. The terms Beginning and En¢ 
signify a great deal. Do you mean, that nothing 
shall end which has a palpable existence, in the 
sensible understanding of the terms? That once in 
being, always in being ? Will you not contend, that 
that which has existed @ priort, must exist @ poste- 
riort? And what ground have you for the future ex- 
istence of matter, but the evidence of matter, (ihe 
medium of your senses,) that it now exists, and 
therefore, will exist? We are disputing, now, about 
matter ; for you, as a materialist, or a believer ii 
matter, and nothing cise, believe that man is mat- 
ter. 

What is a table? Why, matter. Well, we will 
set fire to it. Where is the table? Where is the 
table! Can you annihilate matter ? O,no. But you 
can annihilate the table. When the tree grew in 
the forest, the table existed, as man existed before 
the breath of life gave him the existence of a mar 
The intelligence and tools of ths mechanic formed 
te tree into a table, and it became, in consequence 
of this mechanical operation, a table. “ God form 
ed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed inte 
his nostrils the "breath of life, and man became 4 





living soul.” When the shape goes from the wood 
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there is no longer atable. When the breath of life 
goes from the dust of the ground, there is no longer 
a man, or a living soul. 

Is a man a thing, or a person? Most assuredly a 
person. Well, is not personalily annihilated at 
death? K. has accominodated us with premises, 
and says, “ But if unconsciousness be annihilation, 
then 1 am annihilated every time I am in a sound 
sleep.” True. But if it requires something more 
to constitute annihilation, than to sleep (and snore ’) 
then K. is not annihilated every time “ he is ina 
sound sleep.” Let us inquire how near K. approx- 
jmates in Ais sleep, to the state of those who have 
been dead a thousand years. Is K.ananimal? OQ, 
yes. Well, a dead man is not an animal ; becuse 
an animal is a“ living creature.” Can K. breathe, 
and think, and talk, and move in his sleep? Yes. 
Well, the dead can do none of these. Can the 
asleep wake? O, yes. Well, the dead cannot 
awake. If, K. then, is only unconscious, when he 
is asleep, to be asleep isnotto be dead. To be dead, 
is not to be asleep, in the body. All, therefore, that 
K. has said of sleeping, ete. has been labour lost! 

But K. talks of “ preferring living in a conscious 
state all the time, if he could!” Ah, “living ina 
conscious state!” Will you pretend that you live in 
any state, when you are literally dead ? However, K. 
acknowledges, that his sleep of death, is * the same 
as not to be born.” Well, when K. speaks of his 
unconscious state of sleeping in his bed, docs he 
mean that he is in the same condition of “ nothing 
at all,” that the man now is, who shall only begin 





to exist a thousand years hence ? 

We must, however, have wonders now and then! 
K.’s “ diagrams” are troublesome things; that is, 
so far as he isconcerned. Kk. having “ cast off,” and 
drifted into the channel of his argument, forgot all 
about his “ diagrams” whica he lett, as be supposed, 
** safe moored, close in shore.” Tuerefore, says K. 
“* Neuher would the thought of sleeping ten thou- 
sand millions of years, give me the least concern,” 
etc. Ah, no concern! Well, the “ diagrams” are 
guite foi gotten. 
Quly a Lue while aga, and this long sleep would 


The two systems are out of sight. 
concera one much. Jodeed, it was the only incen- 
tive lo morality! Remove this hedge, which K.'s 
philosophy had built around his theological no- 
tions, and the first loop-hole that he found large 
enough to squeeze through, and get clean off from 
this conscious world, would be greedily secured. 

We see no way to account for these contradic- 
ions, only on the supposition that K.’s animal spir- 
iis have been subject to a great fluctuation during 
the times of his writing about the “ diagrams,” and 
composing the above communication! The fact 
is, that K., on his own confession, is alurost recon- 
ciled to the idea of hanging or shooting, on the 
strength of his own hypothesis.—“ Lord, what is 
man ” 

We conceive K.’s remarks, relative to sleeping, 
being unconscious, etc. as mere sophistry. Will K. 
presume to contend, that man shall exist, according 
to his system, after death, and previous to the resur- 
section, as an animal, and as much so as K. exists 





when he'is asleep? We think not. K.’s system 
therefore, is nonexistence or annihilation, in the 
proper sense of the terms, 

K.’s last paragraph but one, sayours of madness. 
It is applicable to Paul, agreeably to our previous 
guotation from his epistie, The man who wouid 
murder his children, for no other cause than a con- 
viction that they would be received into heaven 
immediately after their decease, would give greater 
evidence of insanity, than of reason, or religion. 
It betrays a disposition which we charitably believe 
K. to be innocent of; namely, to despise the coun- 
sel and commands of God, whenever we think we 
can violate his commands with impunity. The 
wretch who could be so divested of principle, as to 
act from such a motive, would, necessarily, have a 
mind darkened with unbelief of all Goa’s gra- 
cious promises. 

K.’s “conclusion of the whele matter,” is his 
mere ipse dirit! The sentiment expressed betrays 
a credulity which the annals of superstition cannot 
exceed, in absurdity. Why does K. again speak of 
“ consciousness being suspended 2” We ask K. if, 


according to his system, death is no more thana 
suspension of consciousness, similar to a night's 


sleep? Pray how can aman live unto God, before 
be has any existence whatever? And how can K, 
speak truth, when he palpably contradicts the testi- 
mony of Christ, that “God is not the God of the 
dead?” Aud when Christ asserts, that “all live 
unto God,” why attempt to prove that «Il mankind 
are dead, the present generation only excepted? 
Name the chapter and verse which asserts the 
premises contained in this wholesale “conclusion 
of the whole matter!” 
—— 
FREEDGM OF THE PRESS. 

“ Thus saith the Lord, Cursed be the man that 
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and 
whose heart departeth from the Lord.” 

Jer. xvii. 5. 

The columns of this paper are open to the world. 
This is a free press ! The columns of a paper open 
only toa party—or open only conditionally to such 
as please us—or open only to those who will con- 
fine themselves to ? certain style and mode of ex- 
pression, or quility of phraseology, is nota free 
press. ‘The editor of this paper would please all if 
he could. But all persons will not be pleased with 
afiee press. Persons of this description, we, there- 
fore, cannot please; yet we wish them well, not- 
withstanding. 

Heaven, in merey, watch over, and harmonize 
the feelings of these, if any there be, who will not 
please themselves, nor snffer the kind office from 
others. The editor of this paper has not confined 
his views te his subscribers; neither to the present 
generation. The Gospen HeRracon will be read by 
the posterity of its first patrons, when its publishing 
cotemporaries, both friends and enemies, shall be 
forgotten. If we, as our little bark glides down the 
current of time, shall receive the tribute of praise 
from some of our fellow-pilgrims, we trust our 
yanitr will not he ignited into aflame, and burn 
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our reason. If in the short journey of life, we 


displease by our well-meant endeavours, some of 
our fellow passengers, we have, or anght to hav 
sufficient philosophy on the oceasion, to keep ou 
temper, pity the frailties of our common nature, 
and console ourselves with a hope of better times. 

In conducting this paper, we have deliberated, 
and then actec. A free press is too great a boon to 
be obtained without sacrifices. The editor of this 
paper presents himself, and himself only, as ac- 
countable. If praise, 
smiles, be only in question, we candidly acknow- 


aml commendation, and 
ledge, that there is in our composition, that which 
can look dowa upon these trifles; and pass by on 
the other side, wher contumety, and scorn, and per- 
secution, in hee most horrid forms, shall beset the 
path of duty, and bristle in hostile attitude against 
what we conceive to be “ the best way.” 

These remarks owe their existence, now, to some 
extraordinary expressions of disapprobation of an 
article, in our Jast Number, written by a corres- 
If Fides is 
wrong, he 1s placed ia a proper position to have his 
A Free Press is free to Fides. 


ondent who calls himself Frpes. 
P 


errors exposed. 
The press that is not free to Fides, is not a free 
press. Fides Let truth 
have the pre-eminence. Fides, therefore, can have 
no advantage above what truth can give him. And 
Fides must suffer all the disadvantage which error 
can cause, provided he hasembraced or avowed it. 

Let it be remembered, that this press is a free 
press. The editor of this paper has mate it free. 
He has the supreme control of its columns, and is 


has no pre-eminence. 


willing to bear all the opprohrious::ess of the cense- 
ynences; only let it be said —THIS PRESS 1S 
FREE! 

Reader, truth, like other valuables, may be found 
among rubbish. Pick it ent preserve it; and, like 
the grateful husbandman, tolerate the chaff fer a 
season, out of regard to the nourishing grain it en- 
closes. The man who would destroy a field of 
Grain, because chaff was amang it, would be a con- 
stitutional enemy to a free press! Thereawould be 
as much reason in the one case asin the other. We, 
If they 


therefore, refer the mattes to posterity. 
shall praise us, we shall be safe on the score of per- 


sonal vanity. If they blame us, we shall be out of 


hearing of their reproaches. 
raries, if they praise us, we hope for their sakes, 


As for ovr cotempo- 


theig judgment will be just. Hf they blame us, we 
do not care a fig about it. 
> 
FOR THE GOSPEL RERALD. 
Mr. Editor—I have no reason to doubt the purity 
of the motives of Amana, in all that he has written, 
; but can, and 


nor the sincerity of his observations 
trust that I do, duly appreciate his pious zeal in 
trying to prevent the promulgation of a system, 
which, in his opinion, “ts such as seriously to dis- 
turb the peace and comfort of very many sincere 
Christians.” But, if I should be able to convince 
him, as 1 think I shall, that these fears are perfectly 
groundless, then, he may remain just as pions, just 
as devout, and just as sincere, as he now is, and yet 





HERALD. 
isting tiie 
not feel so solicitous about a system, as he now ap- 
pears to be; because then, he would spprehend no 
evil from it, whether true or false. 

On a little reflection, Amana will be convinced, } 
think, that no system can disturb the peace of , 
“sincere Christian” until he believes in it: by: 
while it is considered as an error, it will be treated 
as all errors should be, as that which will harm no 
one bat the possessor; and even there, it 7s a misfor. 
tune,rather than.a fault. If the error makes ¢ 
believer in it unhappy, or is calculated to tead hip 
to do that which is wrong.or which is calculated 
injure others, itis our duty to enlighten him, if pos 
sible; but if otherwise, it 1s an error which is of no 
importance whatever, being perfectly harmless 
But what is there in sleep, or if you please, “the 
Sleeping System,” that is so dreadtul, even to the 
believer? The fever and ague, as well as many 
other diseases that might be named, to my under- 
standing, are a thousand times worse ; and yet we 
submit, as it is the duty of every “sincere Chris- 
itian” to submit, to these dispensations of divine 
Now, t 





providence, without a murmuring word ! 
the “cliever, the system believed in, whatever it be 
is as much a dispensation of divine Providence, ss 
any thing else which we can name.  Enstead, there 
fore, of being disturbed at the idea of being aslee; 
we are very thankiul that we are ever avwake! Th 
latter fact is much more astonishing to me than tl 
former, 

As tothe doctrine of materialism, I apprehen 
the dilference between that, and its supposed op; 
site, consists more in the use of terms than ar 
thing clse. If it be not so, the doctrine of any thin: 
else but materialism, ts atheism, in the strictes: 
sense of thatterm. Any being or thing which : 
not matertal, must be immaterial. Now the wi 
dom, power, and goodness, of immaterialily, is cx 
actly the same, to my understanding, as the wisdon 
power, and goodness of nothing !—and if this x 
all that is meant by the term God, what is it but 
denial that Go@'s any thing, which is saying th 
he is nothing, or that there is no God, which is 
Itheism?) Now I very well know that those wt 
contend for the spirituality of God, in opposition t 
his materiality, do not mean this, and therefore} 
must suppose that the diifereuce is more in the us 
of terms than any thing else. 

Amana is, I apprehend, mistaken, if he thinks 
that any speeulative notions, of the truth of whic 
we can have no demonstration, are “ about to b 
introduced into the Cinistian church as cardine 
points.” We have no cardinal points of faith, ex 
cept a belief in the existenee of a God who is inti 
itely good, wise, and powerful; that the Scriptures 
contain a revelation of his will; which declare th: 
he (God our Saviour) will have all men to be savee 
and come to the knowledge of the truth. The ovls 
conclusion from such premises, is, that the best 
thing is true, as it regards the great whole, and in 
relation to eternity, that possibly can be. Andt 
desire any thing better than this, is unreasonable, is 
unreconciliation to God, is, in fact, a sinful desire, 
and therefore cannot he gratified. Whether Ams 
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na, therefore, has refuted a single proposition ad- 
vanced by me, is cheerfully submitted to the read- 
er’s understanding. 

It will be seen that “the raising of the soul,” the 
only resurrection to which Amana holds, is a resur- 
rection concerning which the scriptures are totally 
silent. Amana has the same evidence for his “im- 
mortal aud incorruptible” man, as he has for the 
existence of his God; but, unfortunately, in both 
cases it amounts to nothing more than an tmmortal 
and incorruptible xotarne! Man, indeed, will be 
raised a “ spiritual body,” yet, nevertheless he will 
possess a body, without which he could not exist. 
And wherever there is body, there is substance, un- 
less we can embody what is—(or what to my under- 
standing would be) an idle chimera! If Amana 
supposes that I, or any one else, believe in “the 
loud sounding of a big lileral trumpet,” then there 
might be some propriety of his pointing with the 
finger (*1!!") but if not, it is holding up his oppo- 
nent, as a boy would hold up a squirrel by one leg, 
after it is killed, saying, “See what a brave boy am 
I!” Butif Amana supposes that I am “ displeased” 
with this, or with any other remarks of his, or chat 
I am any otherwise than “ cool,” calm, and deliber- 
ate in all that I say, he is totally mistaken. 

Amana says, “ We seldom meet with an instance 
of apious and rational Ciristian, committing hein- 
ous crimes,” &e. No: not what they consider 
crimes. But Christianity, as it has been believed, 
is no more a proof against fanaticism, than any other 
dogma. Those who prostrate themselves before the 
wheels of the idol, Juggernaut, or those who mount 
the funeral pile, are doubtless as sincere, and as 
rational in their views, as any Christian. Suicide 
is often spoken of in scripture, though not by that 
name; but never, as I can find, is it spoken of asa 
crime! If the seriptures say “Thou shalt not kill ;” 
Ex. xx. 13; they also say, “Thou shalt surely 
kill!” Deut. xiii. 9 If all killing were murder, 
then every public execution is public murder! But 
1 wish not to press4his point, lest I should “ plague” 
Amana again with Scripture. 

I do not admit that God either is, or ean be, 
“incorporated” in any thing. This wonld be ama- 
terial god indeed, in the gross and bad sense of that 
term; wh*ch, pechaps, is the only sense in which I 
have been understood. For I find that when words 
will possibly admit ef two senses, error is most cer- 
tainly determined to choose and insist upon the 
Worst sense, as being the sense intended. We do 
contend, however, that, actually, “ Deity is every 
where present.” Then, says Amana, “it follows 
that he fills our every thought!” Does thought 


occupy space? What was Amana thinking of 


when he wrote this? If human thought occupies 
space, and Deity does not fill that space, then here 
is a certain space from which Deity is excluded. 
And yet something exists there; namely, thought : 
that something exists, then, independently of God, 
which is the first step towards Atheism! Onls 
proceed, and upow the same principle, God can ea- 
sily be excluded from the universe. [do not hesi- 
rate, therefore, in saying, that Gad as “the primum 


mobile of every actitn:”* for if one action may 
take place without him, then may two, ten, of tem 
thousand ; and why may vot all things be accounted 
jor in the same way ? The above proposition, how- 
ever, does not take away the accountability of man. 
Man is not amenable to any law above that of his 
own understanding—by that he is tried ; by that he 
is acquitted or condemned—but to that law by 
which God governs the universe, man is not at all 
accountable. Things in nature are just what they 
are, and man can neither make them less nor more. 
It is just as proper to talk about “ inert matter,” 
as it is to talk about the “ foundations of the earth,” 
which we read in Bible, it is true; but the Bible 
was not intended to teach us philosophy. Nothing 
is inert, strictly speaking, unless it be our dull com- 
prehensions. It is time to Jay aside the visionary 
world, and attend to realities. ThusI have endea- 
voured to bring this subject to aclose. Much more 
might be said, perhaps, on both sides, but [ think as 
much has been said as will be profitable to our 
readers, VERITAS. 
P.S. Amana must excuse me; but although his 
mind may be sufficiently strong to sustain the light 
of truth, in its full blaze, “in defiance of all dan- 
ger,” yet we must be careful not to gather up the 
tares prematurely, jest we should pluck up the 
wheat. If I have written some things calculated 
“to disturb the peace and comfort of very many 
sincere Christians ;” perhaps I had better stop, and 
go no further. V. 
—_——<p— 
Declaration of the Reformed Baptist Churches in 
the State of North Carolina. 
“Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up 
the stumbling block out of the way of my people.” 
Bible. 
Whereas, from twenty years experience of the 
progress of Missionaty plans and procecdings 
among us, we find that no benefit has arisen to the 
cause of Christ or bis church, but on the contrary, 
that they have been the fruitful souree of argumens, 
strife, and eontention, destroyed the peace, fellow- 
ship and union of brethren, and even the ministers 
of different churches, mare than any thing eise 
which has taken place in our denomination during 
the above period, and whereas we plainly see and 
realize that they have given rise to reproaches, 
backbitings, whisperings and evil speaking, causing 
discord and disagreement amongst the Baptists on 
the subject of Missions, whereby that brotherly love 
and fellowship which have hitherto been enjoyed 
and ought to abound, are destroyed—We do most 
siacerely believe that it is the missionary proceed 
ings and beggars that have come among us, that 
have been the principal canse of our distresses, and 
which seem to be daily increasing ; being well assu- 
red that Missionary Societies, Bible Societies, 
Tract Societies, Theological Schools, &e. and beg- 
ging money, and hiring agents to bee for the sup 
port of such institutions, neither encaged the atten 
tion nor received the countenance in the example 








* That which thinks in us. ig sot - rimary, but seconrdare 
or eather ultericr ; 
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or practice of our early ovinisters, who bore the 
burden and heat of persecution and sufferings, aud 
by their fathfulness and devotedness to the cause of 
truth, brought the Baptist society to that amount of 
numbers and influence which they have since attain- 
ed. They would indeed have been ashamed, and 
blushed at such conduct and proceedings as have 
been resorted to in order to get meney and subscrip- 
tions, under pretence of promoting religion and 
spreading the Gospel, while in this day there are 
too many that seem to glory in these very proceed- 
ings, and bring dishonour on the Christian name. 
We hesitate not to say that the societies and prac- 
tices already referred to, have no warrant from the 
New Testament, nor in the example and practice 
of Christ or the Apostles.—We also well know that 
our unhired and unlearned, but laborious and faith- 
ful predecessors in the ministry, brought the Baptist 
community to a greater state of purity, peace, and 
prosperity, than all these unhallowed schemes and 
missionary operations have done, or ever will be 
able to do, with all their parade and begging of 
money. And indeed, ever since these modern 
schemes and societies have been invented, and per- 
sons of by-ends and worldly principles have enga- 
ged in them for the sake of the honour or profit 
which they might bring to them, thereby forming 
a connexion with this world, the cause of vital god- 
liness, peace, and union, has been declining among 
us. From these considerations, We do most sol- 
emnly declare a NON-FELLOWSuHIP with ali such 
societies and proceedings, and with all churches 
who hold members of such societies in them, and 
that we cannot, as independent churches of Jesus 
@hbrist, travel further in communion with those 
churehes or individuals that disregard our feelings, 
break our peace, and disturb the tranquillity of the 
churches to which we belong. 

We do therefore covenant and agree to, and with 
one another, as independent and accountable 
churches of Jesus Christ, by our subscribing, to 
endeavour to maintain the following Articles, and 
to strive by Divine assistance once more to restore 
purity of principles, brotherly love, peace, and 
uniow, among ourselves if possible. 

Article 1. Our body of churches shall be known 
hy the name of the “ Reformed Baplist Association 
of Churches.” 

Article 2. Knowing from long and painful expe- 
rience the strife, contention, and evils, caused in all 
the churches with which we are acquainted, by Mis- 
sionary Societies and their proceedings, and being 
fully convinced that begging money under pretence 
of spreading the Gospel and aiding the kingdom of 
Christ, is without any warrant from the New Testa- 
ment, or any example in the purest ages of the 
Church, and that these modern schemes and Mis- 
sionary Societies are only the inventions of men, 
and like all other such inventions will only prove a 
eurse to the church of God, we therefore declare 
that no person who is a member of any Missionary 
Society shall have membership in any of our churches 
while he continues in such society,—or if any who 
are already members of our churches. shal! join 





such societies, they shall no longer be enuiled 
membership with us. And we farthe:more de- 
clare, that no missionary preacher or beggar, being 
known to be such, shall, by any of us, be invited 
into our pulpits, or have his appointments published 
by us, to beg and cheat the people, contrary, as we 
conceive, to the precepts of the Gospel, and the 
long standing and ancient practice of the Baptists 
in these United States. 

Article 3. Believing that the Tract Societies 
often frame fictitious accounts and narratives to 
mislead the mind and promote the interest of their 
own sect, and that one great design of these socie- 
ties is to bring the youth of our country, as they 
arrive to manhood, to be of some sectarian opinion, 
and thus pave the way in time, for an established 
religion and priestly dominion, and that such an 
event ought to be guarded against by every friend 
to true religion and the rights of conscience, we 
therefore declare that no person who is a member of 
any such Tract Society, shall have membership with 
us except he first renounce his connerion with said 
society; and no minister or preacher in member- 
ship with these societies, shall be invited into our 
pulpits if it be known to us that he 1s a member of 
such societies. 

Article 4. Convinced that Theological Semina. 
ries are the inventions of men, and have no warrant 
or sanction from the New Testament, nor in the 
example and practice of Christ and the Apostles 
For none of the Apostles, when called to preach 
the Gospel, ever went to such places to be taught 
rhetoric, oratory, or other human accomplishments 
to prepare them for the work of their ministry: 
And knowing, moreover, thatthe Baptist denomi 
nation in these Uniied States have jong existed and 
flourished without any such institutions, and that 
there is at present a strife among the «different sects 
which shall be the greatest in the esteem and hon- 
our of this world, which strife must be injurious to 
the simplicity and purity of the religion of Jesus 
Christ,—For already, since the commencement of 
these seminaries, and the numerous é6ocieties for 
their support, there is less vit«i aud practical godli 
ness, less harmony, peace, and Christian fecling, 
than has ever been within our remembrarce. And 
so far as we are able to see and judge trom the 
word of God, and the past history of the Church, 
we believe this new invention of training up young 
men for the ministry, will be the greatest curse to 
our own as well other denominations, and in the 
end he productive of evils too numerous here to be 
described ;—substituting forms for realities, intro- 
ducing a proud, pompous and fashionable ministry, 
instead of an humble, pious and seli-denying one 
And since in all ages it has been like priest, like 
people, true religion under such a ministry, must be 
expected seon to be reduced very low. We there- 
fore feel constrained to declare a non-fellowsh’p 
with ail such human institutions and devices, and 
to discountenance all societies and travelling beg- 
gars for their support, believing them lo be the emis- 
saries and agents of Anti-Christ, and opposed to the 
trug kingdom of Jesus Christ 
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Article 5. In regard to the spread of the Bible 
and Bible Societies, we believe that no one man is 
competent to the task of translating the Scriptures 
into another language, in the short time which 
seems to be practised in India. Nor do we think 
any two or three men of a particular sect, very 
jikely to give the heathen, or others, a correct anc 
impartial version of the Bible, by reason of thos: 
particular views and prepossessions which influence 
more or less, the members of every religious per- 
suasion. We fear, indeed, that there will be as 
many incorrect or spurious Bibles as there were in 
the time of King James, when he was induced to 
select fifty-four persons, eminent for learning ana 
knowledge in the ancient tongues, to give his sub- 
jects our present translation of the Bible. The 
first Bible that was ever printed in America, we are 
informed, was printed for the Nantick Indians, and 
in their tongue, more than one hundred and fifty 
years ago. Since that time, how many missiona- 
ries have been sent amongst the American Indians, 
how many of their youth have been educated for 
the ministry, and what incredible sums of money 
have been expended for converting the various 
tribes, and yet, where are the fruits of all these 
mighty doings, and what has resulted from the vast 
expenditure? For want of a true call to this work, 
bad management, or through a neglect to set a 
proper example, or all these put together, the In- 
dians in almost every instance have been only made 
worse, more profligate and dissipated, and been 
brought to a more speedy and certain destruction. 
What has been already done, may be done again, 
not only tothe few remaining Indian wibes iu: this 
country, but to the inbabitants of India, and else- 
where, particularly when no better instruments are 
employed, and much worse measures and proceed- 
ings are adopted. But with respect to Bible Socie- 
ties, so called, who can believe these societies will 
advance the interest of Christ’s kingdom, when 
the great men of this world, the mighty. the rich, 
the fashionable and ungodly are received into half- 
brothership with the church, and are made life 
members, managers and directors in these societies, 
for carrying on the word of the Lord, and the con- 
version of the world—and all this to get more money 
and obtain greater renown in the eyes of this world ? 
Will such men, and such measures, pioinote the 
humble and self-denying religion of Jesus Christ in 
the earth? As well may it be expected that dark- 
ness will produce light. It would be well for some 
of the officers and donors to these popular societies 
to recollect the proverb, that charity should begin 
ut home, and first learn their own negroes to read 
the Bible, who have sweated and toiled for the very 
money perhaps they are giving to others. Ave 
there not often poor labouring ministers and desti- 
tute individuals in their very neighbourhoods, who 
stand in need of, and have a claim on their charity, 
whom they pass by, and give with a liberal hand tw 
some distant object for the sake of having the praise 
and honour of great and wicked men? To us i: 
seems surprisingly strange that those who reither 
read the Bible, nor love its truths, nor practise its 





precepts, should undertake to send the Bible to 
others, since they can feel no real interest in the 
duties enjoined in it, if they do not even disbelieve 
its divine authority. We therefore declare our dis- 
countenance of, and non-iellowship with all such 
societies, and such connexion between the church 
aad this world, knowing that Christ’s kingdom is 
not of this world, and no person who is a member 
of any such Bible Society shall have membership 
wtth us except he first reraunce his connexion there- 
with, for we are fully assured that as a worldly- 
minded Judas betrayed Christ, so will these world- 
lings in Bible Societies betray the cause and church 
of God, 

“Article 6. Any person at present being a mem- 
ber of any of our churches, and feeling himself 
aggrieved by these our articles, where there is @ 
majority in any particular church in favour of adopt- 
ing them, shall have the liberty, by letter of dis- 
mission, to remove his membership, and join any 
church he or she may think proper. It has already 
been stated, that any who are now members of our 
churches, may continue their membership by prom- 
ising to renounce connexion With such societies as 
are herein by these Articles declared to be out of 
fellowship with us, and desisting from such practi- 
ces as have been stated to wound and hurt the feel- 
ings of their brethren. For we claim the right of 
thinking for ourselves, and of worshipping God in 
the way we deem right, and also of choosing our 
own company for associates. These rights we be- 
lieve to be given tous by our Maker; they were 
established by the blood and sufferings of our fath- 
ers, and are secured by the Constitution, and we 
feel every willingness freely to grant them to 
others. 

In testimony of agreement to the foregoing Arti- 
cles of this our declaration, We, the undersigned 
Baptist Churches, after due deliberation and deci- 
sion in our conferences, have appointed our several 
clerks to sign the names of our churches, and the 
number of members belonging thereto, this 29th 
day of August, 1826. NM. Y. Telescope. 

—<>— 
‘FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—For some time past I have observed 
in your very useful paper, learned arguments con- 
cerning the resurrection. If I rightly understood 
those arguments, one side holds that all that have 
ever died, (Christ excepted) are yet in their graves, 
or yetsleep in a senseless state, and will so remain 
until some future period, when they will be raised 
immortal, incorruptible, &c. The other holds that 
all are immediately raised at the article of death. 
I do not wish to enter into a discussion in favour of 
either side. I would only suggest a few questions 
for the consideration of those who belicre in the 
immediate resurrection. 

If those persons who died or have died under 
the gospel dispensation, are, or have been raised 
‘rom the dead, then those who died under the law, 
or old dispensation, must also have been immedi- 
ately raised. Adinitting this to have been the case, 
how could it be said that “Christ brought life and 
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immortality to light ?” That “he (Christ) i is th: 
first-born fiom the dead?” That “he (Christ) 
should be protos the first, that should rise from 
nekron the dead ?” 

I merely offer these questions for my own, and 
the information of many others of your readers. 
By giving them a place in your paper, thereby sub- 
mitting them to an answer, you will much oblige 


INQUISITOR. 


WV. Y. Feb. 16, 1827. 
REPLY. 

Lnquisitor’s interroy wus are very proper, and 
are easily replied to. First. If Christ brought] t 
life and immortality to light, by the Gospel,” the 
“fife and immortality” must have existed previ- 
ously to the apnunciation, or it could not be brought 
to light. Christ did not produce or create “life and 
immortality ;” he announced it—brought the news 
of it to mankind. 

Second, “ How is Christ the first-born from the 
dead?” We read in Coloss. i. 15,18, “ Who is the 
image of the invisible God, the firs - orn of every 
creature.” “And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the first-born from 
the dead ; that in all things he might have the pre- 
eminence.” Paul explains in v. 19, by adding. 
“ For it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwell,” &c. This ts the pre-emimence. 
The Greek term rpwr:texcc, in these passages, we 
believe is in accordance with Paul’s explanation. 
Protou, Grek. Prius, comp. (1) The forme>. (2) 
The better, more preferable, or more excellent. 
43) Priova, The foreparis. (4) Priores se. partes, 
The pre-eminence. We would say, (in the super- 
Jative,) of Christ, he is the most excellent of every 
creature; both in his life, and in ms resurrection 
from the dead. Inquisitor must see, that if an 
arbitrary definition be adhered to, namely— Pro, 
ante, befure, the literal conclusion must be, that 
Christ was born twice; once before “every crea- 
ture,” and afterwards of the virgin Mary. See v. 
17, Gk. Propanton. Shall we not say, He is more 
excellent than all? 

——_ 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

AtuecoricaL—A traveller setting out upon a 
long journey, was assailed on the soad by curs, mas- 
tiffs, and half-grown puppies, which came out from 
their kennels to bark at him as he passed along. 
He often dismounted from his horse to drive them 
back with stones and sticks into their hiding-places. 
This operation was repeated every day, and some- 
times as often as twenty times aday. The conse- 
quence was, that more than half the traveller’s time 
was consumed in chasing these dogs, and puppies. 
Ai last he was overtaken by a neighbour, who was 
going the same road, but who had set out a long 
time after him. The latter traveller was very much 
surprised to find the other no further on his journey, 
and on hearing the reason, “ Alas,” said he, “is it 
possible that you have lost your time. and wasted 
your strength in this idle occupation? These 
game animals have beset me all along the road; but 





Ihave saved my time and my labour in taking no 
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notice of their Setiness 3 while you have lost yours 
in resenting insults which did you no harm, and ip 
chastising dogs and puppies whose manners you can 
never mend,” NV. ¥. Paper. 

Mr. Editor—The above anecdote rushed into my 
mind very forcibly the other day, in passing the 
Street, and hearing a wonderful noise, just as the 
carrier of the Gospel Herald had passed me; and 
on turning, I perceived it was the beilowings of an 
overgrown Hibernian “ Car,” groaning under the 
unmerciful lash of “JERoBoaM!”—And so I passed 
along ; but on inquiry, I was informed that Jeroboam, 

taking a liking to the calf, set out to make an ido} 
of him, but finding him to have so much of the 
bellowing disposition, he could not make him an- 
swer his purpose, and therefore he gave it a severe 
flagellation, which caused the groanings alluded to 
above. AN OBSERVER. 
—<j> 
A MISTAKE CORRECTED. 

Will Mr. Bates, Editor of the “ Christian Inqui- 
rer,” correct, in his columns, the error he propo- 
gated when he inserted the following : which is not 
true, namely— 

“ There is no religious periodical, within the cir- 
cle of our acquaintance, which is open to all reli- 
gions, and sects, and influenced by none, except 
the Christian Inquire t. Itis bound to no sect nor 
party in re ligion, but is open to free inquiry upon all 
moral and religious subjects, and every person who 
writes with good temper and good sense, may find 
access to its columns.” 

ee 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A clergyman ~ this vicinity, not long since, in 
commenting on 2 Pet. iti. 7. aiter explaining that 
the passage referred to a last and final judgment, 
and giving a lucid picture of his infernal majesty, 
‘losed by saying, that “if you should take a sinner 
from hell, after having been scorching and singeing 
there for a thousand years, and put him wm a stove 
where they burn Le high Coal, he would freeze to 
death in a moment. Chr. Telescope. 


Se 
[mpostuRe.—Mr. Hartley, an English mission- 


iry, Writes that the Greek monks have lately 
brought tothe island of Zante, “one of the arms of 
John the Baptist,” and that they are enriching 
themselves by showing it to the credulons multi- 
tude! Some of the Greek ladies give as much as 
fifteen dollars, for a sight of such rarities! 


[QG* 4 Missionary story !} 


_ —-- — 
A GOOD MAXIM. 

When any man speaks ill of us, we are to make 
use of it asa caution, without troubling ourselves 
at the calumny.—He ts in a wretched case, that va- 
lues himself upon other people’s opinions, and 
depends upon their judgment for the peace of 
his life. 


—>——_ 
“ JEROBOAM'S CALF.""—We are constrained to apo!- 
ogize to the reader, for the appearance of * An Observer > 
Anecdote, and his remarks on it, ia this page. The inten- 
tion seems to be, to substitate wit, etc. for argunent: Wé 
caanot understand the application of the remarks e 
confess it is not suitable matter for this paper. For reasous 
we will not trouble the reader with, we have admitted 1 
We can only say, “ The greatest is c hi arity.” 
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